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Welcome to Worship

Thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that you are with us. We pray that
the Word of God you hear will strengthen your faith and increase your love for the Lord! Please
fill out a “Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in an offering
plate, located near the sanctuary doors, as you leave worship. If you are a guest, know that we
are thankful you have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon.

Prepare for Worship

To prepare for worship, read through the service focus and the Scripture readings. Ponder the
words of the Psalm of the Day. Spend time in prayer, using the prayers on the inside cover of
the hymnal or on pages 255-258. For those intending to receive the Lord’s Supper, read through
the “Christian Questions” on pages 295-296. Consider reading through portions of the Small
Catechism on pages 286-293.

Today’s Focus for Worship — Jesus Is the Son of God in Glory

Jesus was a real human being, and he looked like it when he taught his disciples. But one day
atop a high mountain, Jesus gave his disciples a glimpse of his glory as the Son of God. After he
came down from the mountain, Jesus went to Jerusalem to suffer and die. It is good for us to
view Jesus in glory on the mountain. It prepares us for Lent, and it prepares us for life.

Serving at Worship

Presiding Minister: Pastor Kirk Lahmann
Preacher: Pastor Kenneth Rodrigue
Accompanist: Stephen Radsek

Choir Director: Beth Malliet
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The Service
Setting Five

Opening Hymn O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair | 391
Please stand to sing the final stanza.

Invocation Matthew 18:20; 28:19-20

In the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution Psalm 32:1-2; Romans 4:25; 5:1

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have
followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. We have offended you and
sinned against your holy law. We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us
from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.



Matthew 15:22; 17:15; Mark 10:47
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

0 God, in the glorious transfiguration of your only-begotten Son, you confirmed the mysteries
of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice that came from the bright
cloud, you foreshadowed our adoption as your sons. In your mercy, make us co-heirs of glory
with Jesus our King, and bring us at last to heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Exodus 24:9-18

9Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up °and saw
the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright
blue as the sky. 1 But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw
God, and they ate and drank.

2The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give
you the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have written for their instruction.”

3 Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God.

1 He said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with
you, and anyone involved in a dispute can go to them.”

15 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 6 and the glory of the LORD
settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day
the LoRD called to Moses from within the cloud. 7 To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked
like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. ¥ Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up
the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

8



Psalm of the Day You Are My Son | 2-A

Second Reading 2 Peter1:16-21

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 7 He received honor and
glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is
my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 1 We ourselves heard this voice that came
from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.

19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do
well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts. 22 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of
Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 2t For prophecy never had
its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn How Good, Lord, to Be Here | 389

Stand

A l\ ‘(\.\\




Gospel Matthew 17:1-9

After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them
up a high mountain by themselves. 2There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like
the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3Just then there appeared before them
Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.

4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, [ will put up three
shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said,
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”

6When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7 But Jesus came
and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no
one except Jesus.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what
you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day Down from the Mount of Glory | 388

10



Sermon Matthew 17:1-9
No One Except Jesus

Stand

Apostles’ Creed Credo Matthew 16:15; Luke 12:8; 2 Corinthians 4:13

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Lord Jesus, Son of God, today we praise you for your glorious transfiguration on the holy
mountain.

Give us the firm resolve and joyful willingness to listen to you, believe your promises,
and obey your commands.

Dear Jesus, like the disciples on the mount of transfiguration, we often sleep while you reveal
your glory.

Forgive us for our spiritual drowsiness, and awaken us to the wonders of your glorious
love.

11



We praise you, Lord Jesus, for humbling yourself to bear our sins, remove their curse, and
suffer their eternal condemnation on the cross at Calvary.

Let this vision of your glory on the mountain of transfiguration sustain us during our
journey through the season of Lent.

Savior Jesus, let your Holy Spirit find a welcome dwelling within us. Transform our weak and
sinful lives into the radiance of your holy glory.

Transform our minds, our actions, our faith, and everything about us, that our lives may
become more Christ-like and reflect your glory to the world.

Christ Jesus, let this vision of your transfiguration glory also remind us of the glory you have
prepared for us in heaven.
Lift our spirits as we look forward to your return to judge the world and take us home.

Glorified Lord, in mercy hear your Church.
Amen.

Offering 2 Corinthians 9:7
Offerings given in thanks to the Lord are brought to the Lord's altar. We ask all worshipers to fill

out a “Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in the offering plates at
the sanctuary doors following the service.

Hymn Luther's Morning and Evening Prayer | 782
8:00: Grades 1 & 2 sing stanza one. The congregation joins to sing stanza two.
10:30 and Monday: Congregation sings the hymn

Stand

12



Closing Collect

Jesus Christ, beloved Son of your Father, you shone like the sun on the holy mountain in the
presence of Moses, Elijah and your disciples. May we also behold your glory when we listen to
you as the Father commanded; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer Pater Noster Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing Aaronic Benediction Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Farewell to Alleluia

Brothers and sisters in Christ, when we next gather for worship, it will be Ash Wednesday, the
first day of Lent. On that day we will begin our solemn journey to the Savior’s cross. While the
joy of faith remains undiminished throughout the year, our rejoicing during Lent is muted and
quiet. For centuries, therefore, the Christian churches have omitted their most jubilant songs
during this season, including the word alleluia, which means, “praise the Lord.”

Now for a time we say farewell to alleluia. We do this to prepare ourselves for the quieter days
of Lent. The alleluias will return on Easter dawn as we gather to shout our praise to the risen

Lord.
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Closing Hymn Alleluia, Song of Triumph | 977
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Text: Latin, c. 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Tune: John Goss, 1800-1880
Text and tune: Public domain
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